COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR GATHERING
The global COVID-19 pandemic does not change our NFC core values that Jesus is the center of our
faith, community is the center of our lives, and reconciliation is the center of our work. Even as we
have closed our physical church buildings for a period of time, we affirm that the church never closed.
Our mission to love God and love others hasn’t changed, even as we have shifted how we engage in
ministry.
Four Principles guide our response to “being the church” during COVID-19:
1. Theology
• We practice Christ’s compassion for the most vulnerable among us
• We value community, enjoying fellowship and maintaining unity
• We care for our neighborhood and continue to actively love our neighbors
• We worship with our lives, defining worship more broadly than music or Sunday services
2. Safety
• We choose to follow best practices for mitigating the spread of the virus
• We choose to align ourselves with science and medical information on best practices
• We choose to err on the side of caution, acting out of love for the other rather than fear
3. Witness
• We choose to love our neighbors, striving to meet the needs of our neighborhood
• We embrace unity rather than divisiveness, honoring many perspectives with respect
4. Experience
• We seek to be creative in offering a variety of avenues for spiritual growth, fellowship, and
outreach
• We discern the purpose of the activity and the best possible interface that matches the
purpose
We strive to hold our theological convictions as central even as we navigate this pandemic. At the
same time, we see the need to consider safety protocols, as a witness to our community. NFC
leadership will make safety decisions about changes in our ministries based on a combination of the
following criteria:
1. Recommendations of county, state, and federal guidelines (prioritizing local guidance)
2. Risk factors of COVID-19 in our region
3. Guidelines from scientific research
4. Wisdom from health professionals in our church body
We will proceed with the most cautious of recommendations, understanding that government
guidelines are not making their policies with our particular congregation in mind. NFC leadership may
choose to differ from governmental guidelines if we deem the safety of our church family would
benefit from stricter measures.

As of the beginning of June, Fresno is currently in Advanced Stage 2 of local guidelines. Although
some restrictions have lifted and churches have been deemed essential by the government, our
region has not moved into Phase 3. We choose to adhere to the guidelines we have outlined in Stage
2 and will discern when NFC will move to Stage 3 based on the factors listed above. We are all in a
learning phase and everything is subject to change. We appreciate your flexibility.
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PHASE
STAGE 1:
RESTRICTED

STAGE 2:
REDUCED

STAGE 3:
REUNITED

STAGE 4:
RESTORED

OFFICE

CLOSED

LIMITED HOURS
VISITS BY APPOINTMENT

LIMITED HOURS

FULLY OPEN

LIFE GROUPS &
SMALL
GATHERINGS

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE OR LIMITED
IN-PERSON WITH
STRICT PRECAUTIONS

ONLINE OR
IN-PERSON WITH
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

SUNDAY WORSHIP

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE ONLY

IN-PERSON WITH
PRECAUTIONS + ONLINE

IN-PERSON + ONLINE

PASTORAL CARE

ONLINE & PHONE:
CRISIS VISITS ONLY

ONLINE & PHONE:
IN-PERSON WITH
STRICT
PRECAUTIONS

ONLINE & PHONE:
IN-PERSON WITH
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

ONLINE ONLY

ONLINE OR LIMITED
IN-PERSON WITH
STRICT PRECAUTIONS

ONLINE OR
IN-PERSON WITH
PRECAUTIONS

REGULAR MEETINGS

ONLINE OR
LIMITED IN-PERSON
WITH STRICT
PRECAUTIONS

ONLINE OR
IN-PERSON WITH
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

TO BE DETERMINED

NO RESTRICTIONS

CHILDREN &
YOUTH
NURSERY

ONLINE

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CLOSED

FAMILY GROUPS WITH
STRICT PRECAUTIONS

WEDDINGS,
BAPTISMS &
FUNERALS

POSTPONED

POSTPONED

SMALL SERVICES
WITH
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

COFFEE HOUR

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

LIMITED WITH STRICT
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

FOOD
DISTRIBUTION

STRICT
PRECAUTIONS

STRICT
PRECAUTIONS

STRICT
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

CHURCH EVENTS

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CASE-BY-CASE WITH
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

OUTSIDE EVENTS

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CASE-BY-CASE WITH
PRECAUTIONS

NO RESTRICTIONS

PLAYGROUND
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STAGE 2 DESCRIPTIONS

OFFICE
STATUS
• Limited hours, visits by appointment
GUIDELINES
• Work remotely when possible
• Staff work limited in-office hours with precautions
• At-risk individuals should not visit the office
• Phone or email preferred when communicating with church office
PREVENTION
• All visitors and staff sign in on arrival
• Thermometer will be available for health assessment when signing in
• People in the office will maintain physical distance (6 feet apart)
• Masks will be worn when more than one person is in the same room
• Hand sanitizer will be used before and after touching shared materials
• All touched surfaces will be disinfected daily.

LIFE GROUPS, SMALL GATHERINGS, COMMITTEE MEETINGS,
CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES
STATUS
• Online
• Limited in-person with precautions
GUIDELINES
• Outdoors better than indoors
• Smaller better than larger
• Choose what works for all of you, not what works for most of you
PREVENTION
• Maintain physical distancing (6 feet apart from those in other households)
• Frequent handwashing/sanitizer
• Wear masks or face coverings (highly recommended but does not replace need for
physical distance and handwashing)
• Take attendance for contact tracing
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WORSHIP
STATUS
• Online only
• In-person corporate Sunday services are cancelled
• Online Worship videos can be viewed together on Sunday mornings at 10 am via NFC
Facebook page and YouTube channel
• Online Worship videos can be accessed through our website at any time
• All members are encouraged to worship at home
• Zoom meetings available after the Sunday service for fellowship and prayer
RATIONALE
Current safety guidelines for corporate worship include no singing, limited capacity,
strict boundaries on fellowship (no donuts!), and no children’s ministry. Because the
experience of gathering with these restrictions would alter our shared experience, we
are choosing alternatives including, but not limited to, online worship and increased
smaller worship gatherings.

FOR EVERYONE
STAY HOME IF:
• You or someone at home is at risk (60+, underlying health condition)
• You or someone at home is sick (any illness, even just a cold)
• You have been in close contact with anyone who tested positive for COVID-19 during
previous 14 days
IF A MEMBER IS DIAGNOSED WITH COVID-19
•
•
•

The individual and their household must quarantine at home.
If you have attended any NFC in-person gatherings notify the NFC office
If the individual or a member of their household attended any NFC in-person
gatherings within 14 days prior to testing positive, NFC members who had contact
with the individual will be made aware of the fact that a member of our church
community tested positive for COVID-19

Contributors: Pastors and Staff, Leadership Board, Spiritual Ministries Committee, Re-opening Task Force

Revised June 9, 2020

4

